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' Was natſo well perſwaded of. my 
lelt or my performance, as inthe 
- leaſt to ſuſpect,” The Sermon I preache: 


before you ſhould ever: become more 
Dublick than the Place, wherein:'twr 
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mY 
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[ eltver'd, had made 
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- but ſince 


. cate 
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ill-rganner; d iy) jake _ 


expoſe ittothe world, & humbly pre- . * 1 
It to your foyourable CONS... : 
Moore e, or alt r oupl © of what was 
| thenſpoken, pra to ſecure my ſelf 
leaſt in this-paiticular ). froni'the 
e of thoſe. men whoſe preju- 
ryerſeneſs made them both » 
_ unj ,and uncharitable Hearers : » AS | 
allo, to free your Honour from the 
charge pf patronizing more than you | 
- were pleaſ'd voluntarily to undertake: 
: bpr moftly, that I might .grve proof of 


&' obedience E owe to your 


» 


—— 


| 


d(accordingtoCuſto 


forriefifrig towards hevetorttilac | | 
on the of diſcourſe to yourpertfal, —_ 
I not hold it more decent (beſides thar 

I am little converſant in that ſort of 
Oratory)to ſubmit it tothe unprepar- 

ed judgment of each HoHtReader.] 

{hall only erave-leave to add ; If by 

means of this or any other argument: 

the Inhabitants of your moſt renown- - 

ed City be prevailed on, every man in: 

_ his reſpective ſtation, diligently, and: J 
,* 1n thefearof God (notmedling with: 4 
p other folk's) to mind his own buſineſs: - 
and, avoiding fooliſh queſtions and. 
whatlbeves 1s vain and unprofitable,, 
endeayourto diſcharge the plain and. 
indiſputable duties which he owes to» 
God, his Netghbor, and himfelf; you: 

will ſoon find (beſides the greater and. 
"u—_ advantages) your Magiſtra- 
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Obedient Servant, 
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in Calamy, 


Benjam 


Sermon Preached inthe Cha 


at Guild-Hall, on the 1h 


L , * 


Fuly, 1673: - 


Titus 3. 8, 9. "of 


This js a faithful ſaying, and theſe things T will that 2. 
thou affirm conſtantly 5 that they which have believed | 

Z in God,might be careful to maintain good works : theſe 

: things are good and profitable unto men. _ 

| But avoid fooliſh £5: 6:98; and genealogies, aud con- 
tentions, and ſtrivings about the law: for they are 


unprofitable andvain. 3 


SEN Rom the concluſion of each verle it is 
dJES20N9 plain, that the Apoftle intended a com- 
BN E1%W pariſon ber diff loy- 
BY Sz pariſon between two different employ 
a JA & . ments3 the one of doing good and li- 
SSWS ving well : theother of diſputing, and 
contending about thoſe matters of religion, which 
are of leſs moment : commanding Tits moſt earneſt- 

' Iyto recommend to Chriſtians(as the moſt important 
part of their profeſſion) the maintaining; of good 
works 3 for theſe, faith he, are good and-profitable- 
unto men : but not to troubleh OY ns 
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= For they are vain and unprofitable. 

© y Ten by-all agreed that by good works ia thisplace, 
= as in many others, is chiefly to be underſtood ſome 
2% honeſt Whour and vocation; and by being careful 
2 'to maintain them is meant abiding in that ſtation and 
profeſiion God's providence hath placed us1n, and 
chearfully and contentedly undergoing the duties 
that belong thereto: And 1n this frifter ſenſe the 
meaning of the Apoſtle may be; that, although at the 
firſt plantation ofthe Goſpel many were taken. from 


that they might wholy attend that great work they 


theworl 


them extended fo far, as to free them alſo from the 


to injoy the fruitof other mens labours and to eat 


Fox. FOES Be 


their homes, and families, and dayly employments, 


were 5 + Zango unto, of propagating Chriſtianity in. 

dzyet when thathad once prevailed, and the 
Church began to be ſetled, then were all peopleto- 
continue in their former lawful trades, conditions, 
and relations, and to. earn. their hivelyhood by the 
fame means they uſed before. They were not to ex-- 
pect that Chriſt ſhould continually, (becauſe twice 
he did the multitude that followed tim, ) feed them- 
and their families by a miracle: nor were they to- 
think 'that, becauſe he came to.-redeem-them from: 
fin” and hell, therefore theliberty he purchaſed for 


common toils, cares, and drudgeries ofhumane life : 
or that by the ſtate of Chriſtianity they acquired any 
extraordinary peculiar right to-the'creatures of God 3. 
as if they, by vertue of their Saintſhip,-were- freely 


had wrought for : nor are 
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we now bound to ſpend all our time mlong prayer 
reading of godly bak talking of Chriſt an! Reh- 
gion, running from one Sermon . to another, and fo 
conſume whole dayes in formall exerciſes of devo- 
tion, whilſt in the . mean time. our domeſtical and 
ſecular affairs are negle&ed and left at random : for 
our Chriſtian profethon doth nqt cancel any of our 
natural or civil obligations; but rather enjoyneth 
us to be more diligent, and faithfull-in the pertfor- 
mance of them: And: when we work 1n our particular 
Callings, when we bargain and trade, and do this 
juſtly and honeſtly, whereby we are in ſome meaſure 
uſcetull to others, and doe provide for our ſelves,and 
thoſe that depend on us, and are enabled toſuccour 
and relieve thoſe that are in want and diftreſs, we 
do more truly and really worſhip and honour Gad, 
and ſerve the ends of Qur Chniftianity,, and fulfill the 
intentions of our Saviour, than by many ather things, 
that are in far greater vogue and eſteem ———_ us. 
In particular, St. Paul prefers it here before idle dif- 
putes in Religion. And if theſe: good works, our com- 
mon worldly bufineſs, be ſo much better than babh 
and wrangling about Religion; then ſurely g 
works in the largeſt ſenſe, the matters of Righteoul- 
neſs and holineſs, areof inftmtely greater concern- 
ment. | 
What thoſe foohfh Queſtions were, which St. Pal 
here adviſeth againſt is not very eafie at this'dult- 
ance of time to determine,and is asneedlefs.now to 
enquire : ſince of this we: are fare, that the Apoltle's 
caution againit:this uch of diſputing is as —; 
B 2 5 an 
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” and feaſonable in our daies, as ever it was in his: 
---. _ welivingin anage ſo much infected with that dif- 
-— — eaſe, and bewitched with the ſame miſchief,wanton- 

-n=6, and wickedneſs (forl can't call it leſs, ſince it 
juſtles out our true and undoubted duty, that the 
primitive Chriſtians did not more exceed ours in the 
hearty praftice of Chriſts doctrine, than this'preſent 
age doth tranſcend all the foregoing in vain jang- 
lngs,-and uncharitable heats about opinions, thar 


ther unprofitable. 


talk, or buſtle and adoe made about Religion, and 
yet ſo little of the power of it ſeen inthe world ; 


ing and propagating thoſe doubtful doctrines, which 
diſtingurſh their ſeveral Se&s-and Faftions, and fo 


all are, or at leaft pretend to be agreed. And 


and obſerve into how many different parties. it is 


biguity and looſe ſignification may raiſe contentions, 
and. keep upwrangling-in the world; others, either 
torturing and wracking themſelves about things that 
never can be underſtood, or ele fyeating AG ciys 
_relling about an indifferent rite and outward circum- 
, Tanceof worſhip; many. with great fury fa 6 


.. 


are either impertinent; or. indeterminable, or altoges- 


Never was there a time, wherein- there was more - 
whilſt every one 1s moſt om_—_ and buſfie in defend- . 


few mind thoſe great and certain truths, wherein they 
when we conſider the preſent ſtate of Chriſtendome: 


crumbled:, all undermining and damning each' o-_ 
ther; how the minds. of Chriſtians .are exaſperated 
one againſt another; when. we- ſee ſome ſo buſie in 

coining new. words: and phraſes, which by their am- / 


-.. Religion ſuffers in its credit and repute, the Church 


-gered, and thoſe two antient vertues of love and 


that attend them; Laſtly, .recommend* to youthe-. 
; | 7 Pow 


ot t 4 « 
U 3 RF SY OORSIES < RF Fs, be * LA * "a 1 "EW - q 
LE At} Br,” Re fe oF RA 4 age ©) >a 0 t - =o * pr 
Ls CI Ns LIE, Rv :, S xe t}-. = #4 Wa $2 oz , tg tens BOIL ber Wc p - . of n 
7 fo q 2 TE Vbod hah ery, IEY bn RSS x ROI PRESS Fo EG LS Po ae I ST i rt 7 Ao RE a oe 24 33 y 
PF, "x. LE b # CoM ES + a. Pe”. kw. 1.5, AS: AC of $5.” Wet ira” A era 6G at A - © T 
>. pr ) % TIS OI. 54s 6 RE 2x8 Gs 31obn, Ds +; RES EE Us 20 3 nt MELO EIT bo ah PALIT >... ” _—_ 6 
: n or. 40 24-22. SF Ha ES Es © "42S, "tw Le A: ws - WL #5 I. ISS $7 to” - af $--— os 
vows S $''4 44465 Fe 6 a: a es OE Pn, 14 5 < 4 "Ot Wer EFT es WTO ot Du bs 
Ns £ - - d FR zo" ho + » <> f wo 4c. SY So. EST. T e0 p >. 4 es 4 
x . Y *. 0 es FF BY IS. hb EOS oof Wer i ions CONT NS ONE DN 
"= =» %.. oy 4 * » "- Th ” . EI Sit WS. 5 os A 
* ” be uh o * - - POS, 4% _= F ea dy 
£ # % ; 5 k . % - *_ SS! £ "_- 
z py , 5 : 4 - 4 ” Y *, "2, 8 BY = en 
' 1 : man - ; * * 4 A 
. - 5 ” a. oa 
G = » LS +4 

- * 4.'* » - £ 
- . > CP Cs . F 

q TY » ws 

$3 +0 
ah, IN 
F FX. $8.4 

—*4 

” : ; 

2 

. < 4 

7 


plaineſt truths, rather than not diſpute at all ; moſt 
placing the greateſt part of their Religion in their 
Orthodoxy; When: we fee men fo needleſly diving 
into the jd ments of others to find occaſion of dill-- 
enting, paſling their ſentence upon every man gocgrg- 
to the party he adheres to,and thinking Godagtheir 
way and form as they themſelves are: when men ſhall 
ſeem ſo afraid of theleaſterrour, and yet not banlk- 
at” doing the moſt ſhametul things: When the ninth 
chapter to the Romans ſhall be ſtudied more than our- 
Saviour's Sermon on the mount : when confidence 
and paſlion are taken for zeal for God and his glo- - 
ry, and cenſuring, reviling, and a proud impatience 
of contradiction are thought conſiſtent with grace, 
and a-diſputable doctrine is made the mark of Gods 
people: In a word, when by theſe means our common - 


of Chriſt is rent, the quiet of civil ſocieties is endan= 


peaceableneſs(the badg of the primitive Chriſtians ) 
quite loſt a-mongſt us; I ſay, if theſe things be con-- 
ſidered, it will eafily' appear that in- this our age St. . 
Paul's advice here 1n my text 1s as neceſlary, as it 1s-. 
proper,to cure, or alay ſo great and prevalling a de- 
bauchery amongſt us.” 

In my diſcourſe on theſe words T ſhall ſhew, Firſt, - 
that our Saviour or his Religion gave no real-occa- - 
ſton to thoſe many diſputes which now trouble the 
world. Secondly, how they began and are ſtill con- 
tinned. Thirdly, the miſchiefes and inconveniences” 
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; nd his Goſpel gave no-real juſt 
occalion . for thoſe. controverſies, which ſince: have 


" been fo hotly mov'd,will appear if weconfider a lit- 
"+ tle- his doctrine, and way of teaching whilſt he was 


here on earch: for we ſhall find all along that he deli- 
vered his meſlage not in any ſtudied, artificial, 
ſpruce and affected method, but with the greateſt 


 perſpicuity and plainnefſe imaginable. He accom- 


modated not. his diſcourſes to the learned or wiſer 
part of mankind only, but to the ignorant and ſimple. 
He did not feed mens curioſities with any unneceſla- 
ry ſpeculations, nor endeavour to procure the repu- 
tation of an extraordinary wiſdom by profound 
and unintelligible doctrines; nor did he any where 


ſpeak obſcurely,but when it wasto puniſh inveterate 


obſtinacy. His delign was not to make men greater 
Clerks by furziſhing their. minds with any tublime 
notions,or communicating to. them any uſeleſs ſub- 
tleties, but only to make them better and honeſter 
men, by direqing them in,and obliging them to the 
practiſe of all vertue. And this he did in a moſt fann- 
lar manner, expreſling his commands in ſuch words; 


and perfvading men by ſuch a6 $a as Ty - 


ſerve for uſe, and anſwer the end of them. What: 
he taught men were ſuch things, as they were pre- 


' ently. to perform, not to ſtudy themonly, and exer-. 
iſe their contemplative faculties upon them : And 


herein was the difficulty, not in underſtanding 
them, but in practiſing of them. Some things in- 


as 


deed our Saviour faid, which were very hard, ſuch. 
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as {Uling all and giving to the poor, cutting off our 
right hand, plucking out ourright eye, denying our 
Shrek taking up his Croſs, forgiving alk Injuries, 
loving our Enemies &c. Not but that'theſe were. 
mtell!gible enough, but people don't like fuch do- 
&rines, and* they require more paines and trouble 
than moſt are willing to put themſelves to. But to 
comprehend our Saviour's diſcourſes,aud to conceive 
his Religion, - 1t was ſufficient then, that you had a 
mind ready. to perform. whatever. he commanded, 
that you ſhould be modeſt and teachable, that your 
underſtandings ſhould not be blinded with any ear-- 
nal prejudices, Pride, or any by intereſt, ow .j 
you never underſtood any Logicks or Metaphylicks.. 
 Ttisplam that our: Saviour did ſo far avoid dif-- 
putations, and was fo little a- friend to them, that 
whenever any nice queſtions were propounded to: 
him, he either gave no anſwer at all; but diverted his. 
diſcourſe to- ſomething that was more material and: 
practical ; orclſe gave ſuch anfwers as did ſufficiently 
\ ſhew his diflike of them: He was fo far from inſiſting : 
on any thing that was difputable, that, in all the 

Goſpels, where his ſpeeches and actions are related, , 
excepting what hath happen'd in-common to them: 
with -other Books that-were writ fo long ago, there. 
are not above three or four places, that by art, craft, 
and intereſt can. be made doubtful': And truly this: 
was ſo remarkable in all our Saviour's Sermons, that I 
can't forbear faying, that if he were now again upon ; 
earth, and ſhould preach after the ſame manner he - 
did before, not uſing thoſe phraſes and terms, which: 
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WE rant amongſt us,too many would cenſure him for 
.”-. a Moral Preacher, and would ſuſpet whether. he 
ond” . were throughly ſound in the faith. 


| Fed Thus alfo, ifwe conſult the Ads of the Apoſtles; 

4 | we ſhall find it was inthe firſt and early times of the 

if Goſpel. Much pains it coſt. them to convince Gen- bk 
tiles and Jews of the truth of our Saviours Religion, +> 8 
4 and to take off their prejudices againſt it,, and his "Ry 
perſon, and to reſiſt and gainſay Apoſtate Chriſti- n 
4 ans, who would ſet up new Religions of their own 1n 4 
I oppolition to Chrilt'sz but or little none, in compa- 

; riſon, to make them underſtand the Dodtrine of it, 

| when once they were ready to follow and embrace it. a 


They did not perplex their hearers with any quirks 
and intricacies, but avoiding all needleſs diſputat- 
ons, which engender ſtrife, and are not unto edifi- 
cation, told .them plainly. , that Jeſus commanded » 
them every where to repent of their ſins, and to for- 

ſake them, and to believe his Goſpel, and become his 
diſciples, and obey what heenjoyn'd iw being tem- 4 
| prey , humble; juſt, and charitable, and they ſhould 
beforeyer happy in the other world ; _ and- Mar-for 

the effecting of this, the Son of God:came downfrom 

heaven, ng lived here amongſt men, and died, and 

roſe again ; of which they were Witneſſes. "This 

indeed did greatly ſcandalize the quarrelſome dif- 

puters of thoſe times, who derided and contemned 

VN the Doftrine of .our Saviour preached by the Apo- 

bk ſtles, as having nothing extraordinary 1 in it, but pro- 

F pounding only old natural truths in ſach-a — 
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method as veryIdiots might underſtand; and ſhewing.  — | © 
nothing of {kill or artifice worthy of aPhiloſopher, 
or to be compar'd with what was to be found in their _ 
Ethicks. Thus Cel/#s afterwards argued that the Gol-: 
pel of Chriſt was ſo caſie and plain, that it did not” © 

ſuffice to prove any thing of divinity in him ; againſt 

which 0rigen ſheweth, that he objected againſt that 

which was the greateſt commendation. of our-Religi- 

on, and did render it moſt uſeful-to- mankind ;'for 

moſt certain it is, whilſt- the Goſpel was thus delive- 

red in its native purity and ſimplicity, it was far more 

effeFnal for the reformation of men, and did vaſtly 

more prevail upon: the world, than-the moſt elabo- 

rate ZeFures of the-Philoſophers.could 1n their dayes, 

or than the beſt modern Syſteme can do in ours. - 

If we judge of our Religion by thoſe accounts 

which the firſt writers of the Church have given us of 

it, we ſhall find that they never thought the Goſpel 

any notional or ſpeculative Science, but a plain rule 

of life; that they propounded but very few things 

as abſolutely neceſlary to believed by all Chriſtians; 

that they placed nothing of Religion 1n their opint- 

ans, but minded more ate mo were Oxthodox 

in their manners, than-in_ their judgements. Their 

Religion made ET Noiſe in thoſe dayes, 

but they rather demonſtrated the-power and efficacy 

of it in actions ſuitable to its fundamental principles. 

So that to mortify their luſts and appetites, toſubdue 

their paſſions, to encreaſe in yertue, was the ſtudy and _ _ 

labour of the primitive Chriſtians; to abound in good 
works, not at all concerned whether they were the 
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It is true, Some dif 
and what gave occa- 


- Somedidatiſe evenin the Apoſtles dayes; occaſi- 


_ 6n'd either by that great reſpe& and veneration the 


ews had for: Meſes's Jawes and inſtitutions, or that 


id prefumprion they had of Gods particular iacon- - 


ditionate favour to. them,'-and his abſolute eleFjor 
of the ſeed of Abraham only; or elſe by the wicked- 


"ne of thoſe, who for ſome private ends would pre- 


cend'to Chriſtianity, but being unwilling to undergo 
the feverities of it invented ſuch do@&rines, as might 
beſt ſerve: to-patronize their luſts and impieties. 

Tfwerexamine St.: Pauls writings, C from which 
the firebrands of the'Church haveus'd all along to 
fetch all their heat, and by whoſe example they have 
thought themſelvestolerated; if not encouraged, ts 
diſpute every thing Yand-confider thoſe controverſies 
he was engaged'in, weſhall find that they were either 
ftch as by: aſſerting the obligation of the Moſaick 
law,ordenying the reſurreFior and the like, did over- 
throw "the: very foundations: of Chriſtianity ; or 


elſe-they were, not by any remote forc'd conſe-- 
quence, but directly. 1n their own nature wicked-and 


umpions 5 ſuch as were the Hereſies of the Gnoſticks, 
Nicolaitans, and others : and: againſt theſe it con- 
cern;dthe Apoſtle to-be very zealous. | But he ne- 
ver-medled with any needleſs queſtions ; much leſs 
did he-ever intend: thathis Epiſtles ſhould ſerve to 
determine-all thoſe curious points about which learn- 


ed men; in after-ages ſhould perplex themſelves, and 


: others. 
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others. Nay, he expreſly and frequently warn'd 
men wg bers yen ky. and when he 
was hotteſt and moſt earneſt in confirming our faith, 
or anſwering gainſayers, yet he forgot not-to tell 
men, that vertue ' and- practical goodneſs was to be 
P78 preferr'd before all diſputing either for God or Reli- 
gion, and that theſe things only were to be conſtant- 
ly afirm'd, aud moſt earneſtly preſs'd upon: Chriſti- 
ans. Thus though there were | diſputes then, yer 
they were chiefly between Chriſtians and their open 
and profeſled enemies, or ſuch as had Apoſtatiz'd 
from them, or were but in part converted : bur for 
ſome conſiderable time, (whilſt the perfecuttons latt- 
ed)the Chriſtians amongſt themſelves lived inall love 
and peace, profeſling the ſame Faith, joining in the 
ſame Worſhip, and agreeing in the fame Principles 
and practiſes. 
« But when once our Religion had triumphed over 
| all others, and brought the greateſt-part of the world 
to its ſubjection, and the Princes of the Earth, and 
the great and Wiſemen became Chriſtians, and there 
was no publick enemy either Jew or Gentile to op- 
ul 


poſe, and find work for buſie wits, then they beg 
to fall ont about thein-own Religion: and this {t 
encreas'd more, as the Chriſtians grew morelearned 
and idle, and leſs honeſt, and found time and leiſure 
to ſtudy Philoſophy, the greateſt part of which a- 
| bout that time was nothing elſe but Sophiſtry, or the 
Art of wrangling, and: pk plain things obſcure. 
Hence thoſe that: came over to Chriſtianity from 


Js Plato's School, and had before imbib'd hisnotions, 
C 2 * and 
._ Ke 
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and were famons for their learning in themzthat they . * 
 mightſtill keep up the ſame repute, preſently they 2M 
£ made Chriſt and St. Paxl to ſpeak Plato's ſenſe, and 
--— -.Mterpreted them according to his Philoſophy, and 
delivered their doftrine in his words and phraſes, and _ 
then invented wayes to reconcile what ſeemed diffe- ww. * 
rent, and fo diſturbed the Church, and gave occaſi- 
on to many dangerous Errours and Herelies. Thus 
in other' inſtances; thoſe, who had before profefled 
themſelves diſciples of any great'Maſter, blended his 
Maxims with the ſacred Oracles, interpreted the 
words of Scripture according to his definitions, and 
try'd the truth of them by his Rules and Aphorifms,. 
till at laſt there aroſe 'as many Sects in Religion, as. 
as were before in Philoſophy. 
For the ending of theſe controverfies many Coun- 
cills were called, Books writ on both fides, publick 
diſputations appointed: all which ſerved only to wi- . * | 
den the breaches and harden both 'parties 3 and on | 
theſe accounts Chriſtians ſoon fell to perſecute one a- 
nother with as great rage and violence, as ever them- 
ſelves: had been: before harraſs'd etther by Jew or 
+ Oo ors! 
To-come nearer to-our own age : After ſome con- 
fiderable time, A4#iſtotles Philoſophy prevailing -moſt 
in the World, there aroſe a generation of men well 
vers'd eſpecially in the Metaphyfical part of that- ... | 
verbal philoſophy, who endeavouring to apply to it 
the doctrine of our Saviour, fomangled and diſ-joint- 
edevery part thereof, and altered the complexion of 
the wholeby reducing it to the method Ine. 
rag | | | » 4 aAncrt. 
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and leaving thoſe plain expreſſions wherein it was 
firſt delivered, and inſtead of them uſing hard words 
. and terms of Art, that ifa primitive Father were now 
alive again, it would prove-an hard task to per- 
ſwade him, that theſe men taught the ſame Religion 
he lived, and' died in. If they. found any thing in 
the Scripture different from' what they had before 


recetv'd, then a new queſtion ts found out.;z then di- 


ftinctions are called into their aid, and in diſcuffing 
this, which was ſtarted by chance, many others are 
raiſed, till what was in it ſelf moſt: eafie ſhall become 
the ſubje&t of a Volumand large Folio': and, which is 
worſt of all, this they have don about practical duties, 
the nature of Faith, Repentance, Charity, and the 
Sacraments, defining them with as much curioſity, 
and diſputing about them with as great-ſubtlety, as 
they ever us'd todo about any of their own trivial 
problems: fothat Tmay traly fay, it 1s eaſter to be 
me in a Scripture ſenſe, than to-know all that 
pains to believe in Chriſt, as our- Saviour meant it,. 
than to underſtand whatit is, as they explainit, who 
fetch the greateſt part of what: they call their Ortho-- 
dox divinity out of thoſe mens wrt tings. . 
Had'this been theexerciſe only of learned men, it: 
had not been worth complaining of, eſpecially in this: 
lace:: but it is now come to paſſe that many of our: 
Confeſſions of Faith and Catechifms are ſtuffed with 
theſe fine and gay definitions and diſtinctions; they” 
are accounted neceſſary to Salvation 3 and tokeepto: 
Plain and intelligible words only, brings menunder- 
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elongs to it in the School-mens 3 andit requireth leſs. 
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- _. _ theſiſpicionofHereſie. We ſhall be: counted dan- 
=: gerous perſons; if we uſe not the very ſame formsand 
ichemes of ſpeech, as thele ſubtle Divines do, though 
they be ſuch as neither thoſe that firſt invented them, 
nor thoſe that dayly uſe them, underitand ought by; 
every private perſon now ſwaggers with thete Philo- , 
_ ſophicalterms, and 1s apt to think more of Religion | 
___ to lycin getting by rote, and talking over ſome of 
hee inſignificant phraſes, than-in the conſtant pra- 
Qiſe of Holineſs. Thus to ſay that Faith is the inſ{tru- 
ment of juſtification is found and pious, | but toſay it 
is the condition of it, ſhall bring upon a man ſome 0- 
dious: Nick-name or other. And I can't mention 
any greater cauſe of diſputes than this vzz.. vain Phi- 
loſophizing about the Scriptures, and uſing words of 
Art Dea of thoſe which are plain and vulgar : and 
ſhould men at length reſolve, when they diſpute, 
firſt, exactly to agree about the ſenſe of their queſti- » 
on, and then. as far as may be;only to uſe thoſe words, 
which are by every one underſtood 3 many contro- 
* verſies' would ſoon vaniſh, and: the diſputers of this 
world be afhamed to find, how earneſtly they had 
been employ'd about nothing. 
But yet by any thing I have now ſaid I would not 
be thought to perſwade you that there was nothing 
in our Religion, that was difficult or myſterious : 
there are without all doubt ſome things contained in 
Scripture, which are paſt our underſtandings, the 
A - particular modes and circymſtances of which we can- 
7 not perfedtly comprehend; but, only, that it would 
'Y have been much more for the honour of God, the in- 
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tereſt of Chriſtianity, and the good of Souls, if men 
would have ſuffered thofe _ which were myfteri- 
ous to- have remained fo, and alſo left thofe things 
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" that were plain'in the ſame condition they found _ 
Why 1. It were much to be wiſhed that men-had never Þ 
gone about to explain thoſe things which were myſte- + 
rious, and to give araccount of thoſe things which F | 
themſelves acknowledg'd incomprehenſible. For:  : 
hence have aroſe thoſe fierce conteſts about them, not | : 
fo much from the words of Scripture, though never 
fo hard to be underſtood, as fron thoſe explications. If 
and folutions which bold men havegriven-of them. 4 
[f we read over the Arguments framed either by 
antient or latter Hereticks againſt the myſteries of 
Religion, we (hall find the molt of them exceptions 
only againſt thoſe words, which are- not found in 
A Scripture, but invented by men, and impofed ow our 
belief by thoſe, who had a mindto pry intothe ſecrer J 
things of rhe Divinity, and to determine @agpoli- 4 
tively even of thoſe things, which yet they-all con- 4 


feſle to be out of their kin and reach. 
»Beſfides, this it moſt ordinarily happens, that theſe 
pretended explications make the points themſelves 
far moredifficult, and inſtcad of clearing thetrmake 
them more obſcure and mtricate, and give occalionto: 
the adverſaries of the truth to-make the ſtronger ar- 
guments againſt them. ; pg 
2. It were to be wiſhed alſo that men would have 
fuffered thoſe things which our” Saviour had fpoke- 
k plainly.to have remain'd ſo,, and nor hr = 4 
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-- alas{ fach men think that to believe a thing that is 
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plain is not thank-worthy : Every one may do that, 


but ifit be thwack'd full with contradictions, if it 


be contrary to our carnal reaſons, then it is a peece of 
{elf-denial, and of ſubmiſſion of our underſtandings 
to the divine; and it made not much for the honour 
of the Prieſt, if his Sermon conſiſted only of ſuch 
things as every one at the firſt hearing could compre- 
beads juſt as 1t 1s ſaid of ſome of the old Philoſo- 


phers, that they delivered their Doctrines in Rid- 


dles and Allegories, that they might not be proſtitu- 
ted to vulgar . underſtandings. And-thus hath the 
Goſpel in a great meaſure been rendred uſeleſs and 


ineffeftual for the ends and purpoſes it was firſt de- 


fign'd. | 


Had IT time-in particular to ſhew how. ſuch idle 


diſputes in matters-of Religion are ſtill continued in 
the world I might tell you, i 

$ J me men there are of a voluble tongue, and 
of a ta io prating humour, whq debate and diſ- 
pute about every thing, and therefore ,Religion 
{hall not eſcape if ever it comes in their way ; you 
can fay nothing but they preſently contradict and 


oppoſe it. Theſe are the eternal Diſputers. Con- 


tention 1s in the Braun and bloud of ſuch men ; and 
therefore the only thing I would defire of ſuch is, 
that, ſince they muſt be continually talking, they 


would ratheremploy their talent about other mat- 


ters of Trade and common converſe, or their ſecu- 
lar buſineſs, than diſgrace and affront our holy Reli- 
= 2” gion 
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o10n With their impertinent ta 
bout it. : | 
2, Others there are that, are pretty cool, tame, 
and calm, and can diſcourſe freely and civilly about 
any ordinary common affair, but let the ſmalleſt and 
molt inconſiderable point of Religion be ſtarted, 
and they :ſhall be preſently all on fire, and as quar- 
relſom as if they had been. born diſputing, and as 
fierce as if at the pronouncing of every Article of 
their belief their Swords were to be drawn, and it 
was to be fought out. Theſe are the zealots, that 
maintain and foment diviſions, and make them al- 
molt incurable 3\uch an one cannot meet with a man, 
that denies or doubts of -any thing he thinks himſelf 
certain of, but he is either furious and outragious, 
and can hardly be kept from ſpitting in his face and 
pronouncing againſt him the ſentence ofreprobationz 
WE or elſe with the greateſt ſcorn and pride he pities the 
poor mans ignorance and: blindneſs, thanking God, - 
who hath revealed his ſecrets, and communicated to 
him ſuch choice truths (as a pledge of his peculiar. 
love) which he hath hid from the reſt of the World. 
And this eagerneſs and commotion he. ſhall look on 
as an-extraordinary duty of Chriſtianity, and that by 
| ſpending his lqngs 1n big words and loud talk he ve- 
| ry nigh as much ſerves the truth, as the firſt Martyrs 
did 1n laying down their lives for it. Add to this 
what may be often obſerved, that-the- little uſeleſs 
queſtions are managed with more ' warmth and con-: 
3 cern, than thoſe which are more confiderable. - Men 
79 ſhall not be ſo Mas”. '1mpatient in cupoung 
| FARE; wit 
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_ . witha Jewora Mahometan, nor ſo zealous tn firniſh- 

\ ing themſelves with arguments to prove Chrilt tobe 
the 22ſ/zab, as againſt ſome-outward gefture, orfor 
ſometrifling opinion.: But let fuch know, that all 
this is nothing elſe but bruiciſh paſſion, fondneſs, arro- 
gance, ſelf-conceit, and the reaſon they pleaſe them- 
ſelves ſo. much in it, is, becauſe they hope it will 
make amends for their want ofa zeal of good works ; 
andthe day is certainly coming, wherein Mildneſs, 
Meekneſs, a modeſt diſtruſt of our own Judgments, 
and a due ſubmiſſion to the Authority of the Church 
we are Members of, ſhall far more recommend us to 
God, than all our zeal for opinions, let them be what 
they will. | 

- 3. Others there are who furniſh themſelves for 
diſpute by reading a great deal of Scripture, and 
getting it by heart, and ſo pouring it forth upon all 
occaſions, . 1nterpreting it as peremptorily, and ex- 
plaining it as confidently, as if they were'guided by 
the ſame infallible Spirit, that the Writers of it were 

. Whata number of Sets and odd kind of opinions: 
have been raiſed inthe world by this fort of people 
F-need not now reckonup: but ſuch had: better feſt 
try their faculty whether they can conquer all the in- 
tnicacies of Law, and difficulties of Phyfick:and they 
would dowell.to remember that there were thoſe in 
| St. Peters dayes who wreſted ſome of St. Pauls wri- 
ings to their owndamnation:that men may morepro- 
itably ſpend their time in ſtudying the Goſpels,and 
hoſe places which contain their duty, rather _—_ 
bb25s | thoſe 


193 _ 
thoſe which were writ on ſome particular occaſions YN 
referring to thoſe times, and the ſenſe of which is and =. 
hath been ever ſince controverted; That great Learn- 
ing, {kill in Languages and Cuſtoms of the Jewes, 
knowledge of hiſtory, and judgment to compare. 
places together, is required for the finding out the 
meaning of thoſe difficult texts of Scripture, and that 
therefore it is great preſumption and folly for every 
pert fellow to determine the ſenſe of them, about 
which evenlearned men after long ſtudy and diligent 
ſearch pronounce but doubtfully and:modeſtly. 

. 4+ Others there are, who are very eager in niin- 
taining a great many opinions, Which are notto be 
found 1n Scripture, but in ſome Authors they have a 
great eſteem of, or firſt chanc'd to read, or were 
directed to by thoſe whoſe judgments they molt ya- 
lued ; and theſe mens Books ſuch make their Bible; 
and from them fetch all their Divinity. Thus every 
one almoſt liſts himſelf under ſome great Name, and 
reſolves to defend to the utmoſt whatever his Maſter 
faith though never ſo hurtful or ridiculous, wonders 
at any one that will not readily (wallow down what- 
ever he can bring his Authority for, and moſt care- 
fully withſtands the force ofall arguments that can 
be brought to the contrary, as ſo many dangerous 


temptations to draw him from the truth. 
I might add further, that ſome are continually dif- 
puting out of oſtentation, thinking it a piece _— 
Scholarſhip, and,ifit be, Tam/fureit isthemoſtuſe- 
leſs kind of learning in the world ; others, out of 
pride, who think it diſgraceful to change their opt 
= D* nions, 
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nions, or ever to. confeſs an errour, and therefore 
wil not let go what they have once believed, though 
on never ſuch ſlender grounds: many diſputes are 
maintain'd out of intereſt, ſuch eſpecially as are be- 
tweenusand thoſe of the Roman Communion, moſt 
of which would ſoon fall to the ground, and men 
would be aſham'd to be engag'd in them, could the 
ſtate and grandeur of the Sea of Rowe,and 'the Popith 
Clergy be ſupported without them ; Others out of 
diſcontent and faction by men of unquiet and reſtlefs 


ſpirits 3 ſome out of hamour and a vain aftectation - 
of novelty and ſingularity, and not a fewy out ofa . 
{laviſh ſubjection of our reaſons and underſtandings 


and two great a dotage on Antiquity. It is St, James's 
queſtion cap.4.1. from whence come Wars and fight- 
ings amongſt you ? come they. not hence, even of 
your luſts 2 

But whatever be, and many more there are, occa- 
ſions of theſe quarrels and debates in Religion,-the 
inconvenience of them is great and notorious, which 
was the-third thing TI propounded to ſhew. In ge- 
neral they are certain hindrances. of that which St. 
Paul doth here ſomuch commend viz. Good works, 
or Godly life, and that. chiefly theſe- three- waies, 
which: Fſhall butjuſtname. 

.T. This fooliſh contending confumes ſo much time 
of our lives, which ought to be ſpent in our honeſt 
Employments, in ſerious Devotions, and doing the 
offices of juſtice, friendſhip, and charity one to- 
wards another; and T doubt not but much of our 
Religious brawling and diſputing ſhall be accounted 

| for 
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for at the-laſt'day as idle words, for which neither 


our ſelves, nor Neighbours, nor any. body elſe was 
aty thing the better. Thoſe, whom St. Paxl warn- 
eth Titzs 1n this Epiſtle to rejed and ſharply rebuke, 
are;deſcribed as vain talkers, that ſpent their time in 
gadding from houſe to houſe z every where venting 
their private Doctrines : and 1t 1s to be fear'd we 
have many ſuch amongſt us, all whoſe Religion lies 


 intheir Tongues, who are continually ſpeaking of 


ſome part oft with ſuchtervour and vehemence,as if 
they lovedand regarded nothing elle,and yet if they 
ſhould ever chance tolearn but that one vertu of Mo- 
deſty, or were commanded ſilence, or ſhould forget 


_ thoſe phraſes they have got from Books or Sermons, 


they would have nothing at all to ſhew for their Re-- 
ligion; for in very deed this. is nothing-elſe but a. 
Religious kind of idlenels. 

2. That which is a-greater miſchief than this,from-+ 


hence mens luſts learnto-diſpute, and from theſe con-- 


troverſiesin and about Religion,men have found-out 
how to quiet their Conſcitences in a way of fin, and 
to go or: ſecurely and undiſturbedly, hoping by the 
help of a diſtindtion or.two. they ſhall for all that gee - 
to.Heaven at laſt. i | 

_ Forit were impoſſible forthoſe that profefle Chri-- 
ſanity, and at all believe, and at any timeattend to 
the principles of it;. quietly. to allow themſelves in. 


ſuch known fins, as we ſee them dayly guilty of, but 
that they alſo entertain other opinions which do fru- 


ſtrate all the commands of our Saviour, and really - 


. take away the force of all his. promiſes ;and-threatz 
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ings. And I know no. better account of the dege» 
neracy. of the preſent Chriſtians from the purity, fim-. 
Plicity, and/innocency of the Antient than this, that 
ſo many now think-it enough to believe wel,and that 
ſhall make recoinpence for their bad tempers and im- 
moral ations, And indeed nothing leſs can be ex- 
pected when the word Faith is only preached up,and 
Faith 1s made the whole buſineſs of Religion, and 
Good-works come creeping, in by the 'By, and are 
adviſed only with a. great many diſtinctions, cauti- 
ons, limitations and conditions; when they are dif- 
grac'd under the! nameof ſplendid fins, ' and filthy 
rags;when men are taught that they are bound to re- 
nounce them, andthe like; they may eafily think, 
that, ſince they are ſo dangerous, they may e'en as 
well be quite left outs When men diſtinguiſh fo nice- 

. Iy between Faith and good Works in the matter of 
Juſtification, by degrees they come to-tmagine them- % 
ſelves to have Faith, though they have not Works. 

Not that the conſequences of every opinion ought to 
be charged on all that maintain it : for, I believe 
there are many who are very zealous for ſome opini- 


. 
: 


ONs, which are damnable, ifthey practiſe according 
to: the juſt conſequenes of them 3; and yet they live 
very good and honeſtlives: but then, this is only by 
chance or on ſome, other- account, whilſt the Do- 
.Girines they hold would draw them other- 


' 14 $5; Theſe diſputes have been the occaſion of thoſe 
great breaches that have been-made NESS 4 
Ians 
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ftians: whoſe care it ought to be, to be of one Mind,of 


88 Faith, and of one Church; and to adorn' the 
D6&rine of our Saviour by their mutual good will 
and ſerviceablene(s to one another ; | but inſtead 
of this, Chriſtians by -their ſeveral little modells of 
Faith and their Paſſions, have made it their bufi- 
'neſs to divide the Church, excluding as many from 
Salvation, and their Communion , as are not juſt 
of their own way and fancy. . It would' be too 
long to tel you, how men have been animated 
one againſt another, how their Tongues have been 
whetted to all manner of cenſurings and opprobri- 
ous language ; what perſecutions have been raiſed, 
what ſchiſms have been made 5 and what wrath, 
ſtrife, variance, what ſeditions and tumults have 
been occaſion'd both in former and latter ages by a 
miſpuided zeal for ſuch DoCtrines and Opinions, 
as the Apoſtles and firſt Chriftians never fo'much 
as thought of,  and' went to Heaven notwithſtand- 
ing. . Thoſe heart-burning, feuds and quarrels, 
which are ſo rife amongſt our ſelves, and are fo 
_ often complain'd of, areſad evidences of the Truth 
of what' I have faid ,- and ſufficiently prove the 
miſchief of diſputing and contending about the 
leſs matters of Religion. 


I: ſay, about the leſs matters of Religion. For 
I know very well, that if any Zealot Be his own 
private opinions now chanceth to hear me, he 
will preſently ſay that I have been all this while 


IS 
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Ss all :one-what we "2 any thing: or no, if 
ſo. be 'we do but live well. But I ſhould. tell ih, 
an one, - that I amfarfrom diſcouraging 'or abating? 
your: zeal for the-fundamental and ſubſtantial Do-.. 
ctrines of our Religion, eſpecially in ſuch an: age: 
as this, wherein half witted men love to ſhewxthe 
ſmall parts they . have in contradicting . the moſt 
undoubted- truths of it : about theſe; things. it be-: 
hoveth- you. to be concerned. and: zealouſly. af-. 
fected, becauſe theſe 'Dodrines of the. exiſtence of 
a God, the immortality of the Soul, future Reſar- 
rettion and judgment, .the nature and, offices of. 
our Saviour and the like are the foundations of .a 


good Life, and! Holineſs ,: without. which -no man. 
ſhall ſee God. "4 | 


as Oblic ations * Wy prattiſe of vertue and 
piety-.depend upon owr. {tedfalt. belief of theſe. 
things. And. thoſe . queſtions. are.:to be reckoned, 
fooliſh', frivolous, and not worth contending 
about, in which the belief of either ſide doth. 
not at all concern. our practiſe, or if it doth, it 1s,-- 
only in. ſome indifferent', inconſiderable. inſtance, 
[t- is true; that let an -opionion be never ſo idle 
and uſeleſs, if men have labour'd in the contro-: | 
verkie, and Love themſelves and their own COn- 
celts, by one artifice or other they. ſhall make not 
only a good life, but life Eternal to depend on ” 
that ſide. they, hold. , and they had as good put. 
Into their Creed the particular fruit Adam. did 
eat, or with what hand he pluck'd - it. . Such 
weighty 
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weighty controverſies. were: amongſt the Jews of old, 
managed with ſo much heat and vehemence, as fomtimes 
to break out into fightings; Bloud and Murder; as, At 
what time in the morning one ought'to begin his Pray- 
ers, whether when therewas ſo much light .asthat bo 
could diſcern betwixt black and white, or not till he 
could diſcern between blew & green; How lowd a man 
ts to ſpeak when he Prays, whether that he may hear his 
own voice,or not; whether the frontal or. manual[-Phy- 
lacteries were tobe tyed on firſt; or ifa Child was born 
with two heads, on which of them his frontal-Phylacte- 
©* riesare tobetyed, orwhether on both. I need not: give 
_ parallel inftances amongſt us. What is abfolutely nece- 
 flary tobe beheved by all is contained im the Apoſtles. 
Creed, and thoſe things are few,plain, and uſeful : and 
Religion hath ſuffered by nothing more, than by mens 
=. - adding to thoſe fimdamentals all their own fancies, and 
Fx - optnions;and aſſerting -them with the fame confidence, 
"' 1,4 GC propagatingthem with an equal zeal and earneſinefs. 
4 | Tſhall only m one word recommend to you the care 
| and prattiſe of Good-works.For theſe, faith the Apoltle, 
FT 7 © aregoodand profitable unto men.Never was any vice 
2 cured by diſputations, though many have been occatt- . 
| 6 ord by them,norwasever anyone made Vertuous by 
the exact knowledge ofits definition, nature, and parts. 
T Naythough I ſhould be able to comprehend all myſte- 
I - ries,to determine all controverftes,to convince all Here- 
2 ricks, to underſtand all the difficulties of Religion, and 
to be ſo zealous forthe truth as to-give my body tobe 
burned for it;yet if Flack but one moral vertue, all this 
firethme nothing.Goodnefſs is certainly far to be pre- 
ferr'd beforeTruth; Truth being chiefly valuable as it 1s 
E. tk 
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in order to goodaeſs, as it ſervesetther t6 beget 1tin ns; 
or to encourage usin the practiſe of it, And that know- 
ledge of Chriſt, that is ſo often commended in Scripture, 
knot any airy ſpeculative knowledg of Him, but whol- 

ly pradtical.For fo St.Johr: tells us,1 Jobs 2, 4. ' He that 
faith, he knoweth Chrift, and keepeth not his Command- - 
ments,is a Liar,and the Trith is not in him.ThatReligion & 


_ that idea it ſelf all-in talk and diſpute, begets nothing 


but pride,and contempt ofall others that are not fo {kil- 
ful as our ſelves; whereas the doGtrine of Chriſt was de- 
{ign'd to tame our unruly Wills, to curb or charm our 
Paſſions, and to allay all our heats and diſtempers, and 
to makeevery one of us to our utmoſt. uſeful and ſer- - 
viceable one to another. It 1s a ſtrange notion thoſe-men | id 
have of Religion, who pretend in an high meaſure to it 3 

and yetif you obſerve them either as to the goodneſs 

of their natures and tempers,or as to their deallings in 

the world with'other men, or as to their behaviour in % 
their ſeveral relations: you ſhall find them not to differ 

from, nay often to be worſe than, thoſe whom they deſ- 

piſe as carnal and moral men. © There is a Religion that 
prevaileth too much in the world, that doth not make 

men at all the better forit ; but they retain the ſame * 

croſs and untoward diſpoſitions after what they call 

their Converſion, which they had before:whoſe tempers 

are not refined, nor inward.natures altered by it, nor 
conſequently their lives reformed any farther, than that 
they are afraid of thoſe fins whichare ſcandalous and 0- 

pen, or are notorious ina contrary -party which they 

ate: Who are froward and unpeaceable, paſſionate and oj 

-natured,cafily offended & implacable, unfriendly 8& Fi. 
Hneighbours, proud and covetops;and yet as ako | 

oubt 
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doubt of their Election and Salvation. /Now- ons, 
though never ſo true,ſhall not at all advantage ſuch per- 
ſons: nor on the other fide ſhall an unaffe&ed miſtake 
at all prejudice an humble and honeſt Chriſtian. 

Td concludeall, my purpoſe-is not to perſwade toa- 
ny ſingular opinion,orto recommend any: one particular 
Seft of Chriſtians, but only to promote amongſt us the 
intereſt of our Catholick Chriſtianity by exhorting all 
to a greater care and ſtudy of thoſe CEN never 
yet have bin made matter of controverfie, about which 

all ſides and parties are p.m. oo -they differed 
in all other things : viz. Of living Godlily Righteouſly 

and Soberly,in this World:for, Who ever diſputed-whe- 

4 ther Temperance, or Drunkenneſs and Gluttony were 
better 2 None eyer maintain'd that Injuſtice, Cruelty, 
Anger, Malice or Pride were pleaſing & acceptable to 
God. In theſe matters there isno diſpute : and the moft 
prophane & wicked perſons cannot but diflike and diſ- 
approve of ſin, & commend -vertue, whatever their pra- 
Giles are. And were but men really what they would: 
ſeem to be, were the ſame Mind and Spirit in us which 
was in our bleſſed Saviour,. had the Goſpel its fulteffi- - 
cacy and power upon us, did we impartally reſign up 
our ſelves to be guided by It ; either there would be- 

none of thoſe little :diſputes at. all; Men would feeifo:. 

: much worth in real Goodneſs and Obedience, asto . 
wh think that ſufficient to takeup all their time, ſtudy,and 
4 pains3 and this alone would. ſooner end all ourlietle - 
controverſies, than an infallible Guid, or the Pope's Hali- 

Ly neſs,or any other means that can be propounded: orelle; 

» S __ _— tf theredid ariſeany diſputes, yet my would none of 

| | thoſe fore-named 1nconveniences follow from them. 

"FR E 2 Peace 
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